5. The same, for Cambridge. 1852.
To ascribe the commencement of a change to 1848 is not to give it a good character to European ears. So many goodly boughs were lopped from the strongest trees, so many brave trunks were being prostrated by the axe of revolution, so false and ephemeral were the fungous forms that sprouted from their stumps, that the very date stinks in our nostrils. Yet, amidst this dreariness of decay and leprous aftergrowth abroad, a home fruit was humbly maturing, most wholesome and nourishing to the body politic ; a fruit which future ages will prize in proportion to its worth. During this ill-omened year, our ancient universities were engaged in introducing into their scheme of education, means of mental training ?new, untried, and hitherto somewhat suspected. It is unnecessary to go through the history of hebdomadal boards, graces, convocations, and other machinery, which, whatever may be the defects, is useful at any rate in impeding over-rapid legislation in such democratic bodies as our uni versities;?suffice it to say, that at Cambridge in 1849, and at Oxford in 1850, a series of statutes became law, which established as the acknowledged pursuits of the place, as claims for reward and means of distinction, those which have fairly been called " Progressive Studies," that is, the Moral and Political and the Natural Sciences. It is with the latter that we naturally, in this place, are most concerned; and we seize on the occasion of the present time, when it is fixed that the new statutes shall come into operation, to make some comments upon them.
Possibly
our readers may not see the full bearing of this change either on the empire at large, or on our profession of medicine in particular. Yet we believe they will fully go along with us when they have thought-Reviews.
[J uly, In truth, we think that the teaching of the physical sciences at the universities will benefit these in a more bountiful proportion than the superior men.
In the first place, the offer of a new field of study may possibly excite them to throw off their bad habits, and improve their minds in a novel way. Then we must remember, that it is not only the actual engagement of the mind in a particular study, which is beneficial to it; the mixing in social intercourse with others who are so employed, leads the less industrious students to appreciate in a considerable degree the modes of argument, and understand the phraseology. A modified light is diffused through the whole place, which those share who indeed can scarce be said to deserve it. This is certainly the case with logic, classics, and ethics ; and we cannot doubt that the infusion into collegiate society of a number of young men who are studying natural philosophy, would do more than anything yet accomplished to spread abroad a knowledge of its principles, and a reverence for its professors.
Of this double boon which Ave desire for our profession?viz., the opportunity of being understood, and the opportunity of understanding others, Ave see promise, nay, the only promise offered to our generation, in the changes adopted at the ancient universities. T. C.
